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the sick and wounded, and watched over them her-
self, kept up strict discipline, and arranged patrols to
prevent disturbances, fires, or surprises.
The blockade thus established soon began to tell
on the city. The armed men roamed the streets in
search of food and pillaged the houses, and the popu-
lace began to die of hunger. 'Despair began to prompt
strange deeds. A party of some hundreds of famished
men dashed out upon the besiegers, to try to cut their
way through, and perished to a man.
On the other hand, a fierce Dervish named Ibrahim
Algerbi, of the tribe called Gomeres, became possessed
with the idea that he was destined to save his country
by slaying the king and queen. His fiery eloquence
gathered together four hundred Moors, who set out
from Guadix under an oath to cut their way through
the enemy to the relief of the city. Half succeeded ;
the other half remained dead where they had fought;
and in the midst knelt the Dervish, apparently un-
armed and immovable, in the attitude of prayer. When
questioned by the soldiers, he declared that he was
Allah's messenger to the Christian king and queen,
and must perform the bidding of Heaven.
Struck by his wild gestures and inspired mien, the
men led him to the tent of the Marquis of Cadiz, who-
reported the occurrence to the queen. Fernando was
then sleeping during the noontide heat, and Isabel said
that the Dervish should be taken to the tent of Dona
Beatrix de Bobadilla, Marchioness of Maya, where he
might wait until the king awoke.
The tent was a very richly-adorned one, and in it
were not only Dona Beatriz but Don Alvaro of
Portugal, his wife, Dona Felipa, and several other

